JIHAD WATCH
An “expert” analyst stayed
in the CIA to prove Islam
was a religion of peace
NOV 15, 2018 9:00 AM BY STEPHEN M. KIRBY

Farhana Qazi recently wrote a book titled Invisible Martyrs: Inside the World of Female
Islamic Radicals.[1] The focus of this book was on identifying the forces that drove
women to become terrorists willing to strap on a bomb and kill themselves along with
others. It was based on information Qazi learned during her years as an analyst with
the CIA’s Counterterrorism Center.
In the Preface Qazi wrote that in October 2000 she became the first American Muslim to
work as a counterterrorism analyst at the Counterterrorism Center. At the Center some
had labeled her “the Islam expert,” and analysts and managers had asked her questions
about Islamic Doctrine. She was involved in piecing together intelligence assessments
for the President’s Daily Briefing and in reporting to other senior government
officials. And she was involved in training the military and others in our government
about Islam.
On its website the CIA talks about the high quality of its analysts, and points out that
“what truly makes their contributions outstanding is the integrity and objectivity [my
emphasis] they bring to it.”[2]
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With this in mind, here is what Qazi wrote on p. xix:
While serving my country, I had a more personal reason for staying in the center: I
wanted to prove that Islam is a religion of peace, mercy, and compassion…
And her feelings about Islam have not changed. On p. 157 of Invisible Martyrs, Qazi
wrote:
After nearly twenty years of teaching Islam, I have discovered that Islam is a simple,
practical, and peaceful religion.
Qazi’s understanding of Islam has apparently not changed since her time as a
counterterrorism analyst when she was intent on proving that Islam was a religion of
peace. So let’s examine some of what Qazi wrote about Islam in Invisible Martyrs.
2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks
We’ll start off with a curious omission, especially for a former analyst whose position
would have required accurate, thorough reporting.
On p. 36 Qazi mentioned the November 2008 Muslim terrorist attacks on various
locations in Mumbai, India. She wrote: “The reign of terror killed more than 150
Indians.”
Actually 166 people were killed in the three-day assault by the terrorists. And of those
166, six were non-Indian Jews who were tortured and killed at the Chabad House:
Rabbi Gabriel Holtzberg and his wife Rivky, who was five months pregnant; Rabbi
Aryeh Leibush Teitelbaum, Rabbi Benzion Korman, Norma Shvartzblat Rabinovich and
Yocheved Orpaz.[3]
It is curious that Qazi wrote that only “Indians” were killed and left out the fact that six
non-Indian Jews were also killed.
Islam means peace
On p. 115 Qazi wrote that “Islam is the Arabic word for “peace”.” But that is simplistic
and not accurate. Qazi might want to look at the definition of Islam on the website for
The Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in Washington, DC:
The Arabic word ‘Islam’ simply means ‘submission’, and derives from a word meaning
‘peace’. In a religious context it means complete submission to the will of God.[4]
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Allahu Akbar
On p. 33 Qazi noted that Allahu Akbar meant “God is great.” One might expect such a
mistranslation from a non-Muslim who knows little about Islam, but as a Muslim who
taught government officials about Islam, Qadi should have known that Allahu
Akbar means Allah, the god of Islam, is the greatest and is above all else.[5]
Islam is built on the tenets of Judaism and Christianity
On p. 22 Qazi wrote:
In my lectures, I say that Muslims believe that Islam completes the circle of all
monotheistic religions, and therefore Islam is not a new but a “borrowed” religion,
building on the tenets of Judaism and Christianity…
Here we have Qazi claiming that the doctrines of Islam are built on the doctrines of
Judaism and Christianity. So let’s look at some of what Islam teaches about Judaism
and Christianity.
Just by looking at the Koran we find that Allah: 1) curses the Jews and Christians
(9:30); 2) states that the Jews are among the worst enemies of Muslims (5:82); 3)
states that the Jews and Christians are among the worst of creatures who “will abide in
the fire of Hell” (98:6); 4) forbids Muslims from being friends with Jews and Christians
(5:51); 5) commands Muslims to fight the Jews and Christians (9:29); and 6)
undermines the basis of Christianity by stating that it was an impostor, not Jesus, who
was crucified (4:157-158) and states that those who believe that Jesus was the Son of
God commit the one unforgiveable sin in Islam, Shirk (4:48 and 4:116), and are
specifically cursed for that belief (9:30).
And Muhammad, who spoke for Allah, said that Jews and Christians who did not
believe in Islam would go to Hell:
It is narrated on the authority of Abu Huraira that the Messenger of Allah (SAW) said: By
Him in whose hand is the life of Muhammad, he who amongst the community of Jews or
Christians hears about me but does not affirm his belief in that with which I have been
sent and dies in this state (of disbelief), he shall be but one of the denizens of HellFire.[6]
For Qazi to claim that Islam is built on the tenets of Judaism and Christianity is
theological nonsense.
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“Suicide Bombers”
Qazi regularly referred to the female terrorists she had dealt with or learned about as
“suicide bombers” (e.g. pp. 49, 56, 58, 143) and repeatedly stated that suicide was
prohibited in Islam (e.g. pp. 11, 25, 133). But what she and many others fail to
understand is that these “suicide bombers” are not committing suicide.
It is true that Islamic Doctrine prohibits suicide, and Muhammad said that those who
commit suicide would go to Hell. However, Muhammad also talked about the
importance of intentions and said that a person would be rewarded according to what
he had last intended. Muhammad stated that if a person intended to fight in the Cause
of Allah (to make Islam superior) and died with that intention, that person died as a
martyr and would be rewarded with Paradise.
So if Qazi had wanted to gain a deeper understanding about the motives for terrorists
blowing themselves up, she should have been asking the following two questions:
Were such attackers seeking to die because they were uncomfortable or in pain, and
therefore committing suicide? Or were they following the commands of the Koran and
the teachings of Muhammad, and seeking death in order to become martyrs in Allah’s
Cause?
For a more in-depth look at this issue, see my article Suicide or Paradise.[7]
Muhammad preached peace, love and mercy
On p. 9, Qazi wrote that female terrorists had chosen “a perverted version of Islam” that
“dilutes the principles of peace, love and mercy preached by the Prophet of Islam.”
I’m not sure what “Prophet of Islam” Qazi was writing about. For the record, the
7th Century Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah was the “Prophet of Islam,” and this Muhammad:
1) ordered and allowed the torture and killing of non-Muslims;[8] 2) supervised the
beheading of 600-900 captured Jewish post-pubescent males (including combatants
and non-combatants);[9] 3) bought and sold slaves;[10] 4) allowed captured nonMuslim females to become the sex slaves of their Muslim captors;[11] and 5) forced the
tribes on the Arabian Peninsula to convert to Islam at the point of the sword.[12]
And here are some interesting hadiths about this Muhammad’s “peace love, and
mercy”:
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Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger said, “I have been sent with the shortest
expressions bearing the widest meanings, and I have been made victorious with terror
(cast in the hearts of the enemy), and while I was sleeping, the keys of the treasures of
the world were brought to me and put in my hand.”[13]
Narrated Abu Qilaba: Anas said, “Some people of ‘Ukl or ‘Uraina tribe came to AlMadina and its climate did not suit them. So the Prophet ordered them to go to the herd
of (milch) camels and to drink their milk and urine (as a medicine). So they went as
directed and after they became healthy, they killed the shepherd of the Prophet and
drove away all the camels. The news reached the Prophet early in the morning and he
sent (men) in their pursuit and they were captured and brought at noon. He then
ordered to cut [off] their hands and feet (and it was done), and their eyes were branded
with heated pieces of iron. They were put in Al-Harra [a place of stony ground in
Medina] and when they asked for water, no water was given them.” Abu Qilaba added,
“Those people committed theft, murder, became disbelievers after embracing Islam
(Murtadin) and fought against Allah and His Messenger.”[14]
It was reported from Al-Hasan, from Samurah bin Jundab who said: “The Messenger of
Allah said: ‘Kill the old polytheist men, but spare their children.’”[15]
Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, “Whoever you catch committing the
act of the people of Lut (homosexuality), then kill both parties to the act.”[16]
This is the 7th Century Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah, the “Prophet of Islam,” and there is no
peace, love and mercy here. One can only wonder who Qazi’s “Prophet of Islam” is.
Burning alive the Jordanian Air Force Pilot
On p. 46 Qazi wrote that the burning to death of a captured Jordanian Air Force pilot by
ISIS (the Islamic State) in 2015 was a “barbaric act” that “had never been tried
before.” What Qazi apparently was not aware of was the fact that this “barbaric act”
was supported by Islam Doctrine and that the idea of burning people alive was not
uncommon during Muhammad’s lifetime and during the Wars of Apostasy immediately
after he died.
In my February 2015 article “Islam and Burning People Alive” I went into detail about the
Islamic Doctrinal and historical support for burning people alive.[17] It is interesting to
note that the February 2015 edition of Dabiq, the Islamic State’s online magazine, later
came out with an article about this incident in which they also showed the Islamic
Doctrinal and historical support for their action against the “Jordanian crusader
pilot.”[18]
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There is certainly nothing un-Islamic about burning people alive.
72 virgins not in the Koran
On p. 40 Qazi wrote dismissively about the “concept of male and female virgin martyrs
in Heaven” and stated: “The number seventy-two is not mentioned in the Koran…”
She is correct that the idea of 72 virgins waiting in Paradise for a martyr is not in the
Koran, but by leaving it at this she implied that the “number seventy-two” has nothing to
do with Islam. In reality, Muhammad talked about that exact number in terms of one of
the rewards for martyrs in this authoritative hadith:
Al-Miqdam bin Ma’diykarib narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: “There are six
things with Allah for the martyr…he is married to seventy-two wives among Al-Huril-‘Ayn
of Paradise, and he may intercede for seventy of his close relatives.”[19]
Is Qazi not aware of this hadith?
Women are equal to men in the eyes of Allah
On p. 167, Qazi wrote: “…women are equal to men in the eyes of God.”
But what did Allah himself have to say about that? In 2:282 of the Koran, Allah stated
that when it came testifying to property matters in court it was preferable to find two
men; but if you could not find two men, then find one man and two women:
…And get two witnesses out of your own men. And if there are not two men (available),
then a man and two women, such as you agree for witnesses, so that if one of them
(two women) errs, the other can remind her…
So Allah stated that two women were needed in case “one of them errs.” In other
words, because they are both women it is highly likely that one will forget and need to
be reminded/corrected by the other.
Allah’s attitude toward women was emphasized by what Muhammad, who spoke for
Allah, told a group of Muslim women:
“…I have not seen anyone more deficient in intelligence and religion than you. A
cautious sensible man could be led astray by some of you.” The women asked, “O
Allah’s Messenger! What is deficient in our intelligence and religion?” He said, “Is not
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the witness (evidence) of two women equal to the witness of one man?” They replied in
the affirmative. He said, “This is the deficiency in her intelligence”…[20]
Muhammad even said that it required the freeing of two female slaves to equal the
virtue of freeing one male slave:
Abu Umamah, and other than him from the Companions of the Prophet, narrated that
the Prophet said: “Any Muslim man who frees a Muslim man, then it is his salvation
from the Fire [of Hell] – each of his limbs suffices for a limb of himself. And any Muslim
man that frees two Muslim women, they are his salvation from the Fire – each of their
limbs suffices for a limb of himself.”[21]
In terms of inheritance, a female would receive only half of what a male would get
(Koran 4:11-12). Along that line, according to the four major Sunni schools of Sharia
Law, the indemnity for the death or injury of a woman is one-half of that paid for a
man.[22]
According to 2:221 of the Koran, Muslim women are prohibited from marrying nonMuslim men; however, 5:5 allows a Muslim man to marry Jewish and Christian women,
and 4:3 allows him to have up to four wives; Muslim women can have only one
husband.
And here are a couple of interesting comments by Muhammad:
A man should not be asked why he beats his wife…[23]
If I were to command anyone to prostrate before anyone, I would have commanded the
wife to prostrate before her husband, because of the enormity of his right upon her.[24]
In spite of Qazi’s claim, it would appear that Allah and the prophet who spoke for Allah
did not see any equality between men and women.
Distorting other teachings of Muhammad
Qazi had no problem in providing her own interpretation of Muhammad’s teachings:
The first oral tradition
In the beginning of her book Qazi has the following quote from Muhammad as an
epigraph:
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“Those who are merciful will be shown mercy by the Most Merciful. Be merciful to those
on the earth and the One above the heavens will have mercy upon you.”
Muhammad, the Prophet of Islam
She quoted this teaching again on p. 4 and wrote: “…the majority of Muslims believe in
and live by the Prophet’s earlier hadith.” She later wrote on p. 104 that this was “the
first oral tradition recorded by the Prophet of Islam.”
For the record, here is that hadith:
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: “The merciful are shown
mercy by Ar-Rahman [the All Merciful]. Be merciful on the earth, and you will be shown
mercy from Who is above the heavens.”[25]
Qazi not only claimed that this was the first recorded hadith, but she also claimed that
the majority of Muslims believe in and live by this hadith. However, Qazi provided no
support for either one of her claims, and she also ignored the Doctrine of
Abrogation. This doctrine is normally thought about in relationship to Koran verses and
is based on 2:106 of the Koran. This doctrine states that if there is an irreconcilable
contradiction between the messages of two “revelations” in the Koran, then the most
recent “revelation” would abrogate (supersede) the earlier one and would now be the
one to be followed because it had the doctrinal authority.
But the Doctrine of Abrogation also applied to the teachings of Muhammad.[26] So if
there was an irreconcilable contradiction between the messages of two teachings of
Muhammad, then the more recent teaching would abrogate the earlier one and would
now have the doctrinal authority.
Muhammad started teaching about Islam in 610 in Mecca. So if Qazi’s claim is
accurate, that would indicate that the hadith about mercy was reported around 610611. However, this hadithwas repeatedly abrogated even before the Muslims emigrated
to Medina in 622.
In 614, Muhammad was already talking about non-Muslims submitting to Muslims:
Abu Talib [Muhammad’s uncle] said to him, “Nephew, how is it that your tribe are
complaining of you and claiming that you are reviling their gods and saying this, that,
and the other?”…the Messenger of God spoke and said, “Uncle, I want them to utter
one saying. If they say it, the Arabs will submit to them and the non-Arabs will pay the
jizyah to them”…”There is no deity but God.”[27]
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During the last few years in Mecca, Muhammad had made it a regular practice to
approach the members of Arab tribes coming to Mecca during the pilgrimage season, or
for fairs. Here is how Muhammad would appeal to them to convert to Islam:
…he approached each tribe in its halting place saying: O people! say there is no god
but Allah; you will prosper and become masters of Arabia, and the Persians will
surrender before you in humiliation, and if you believe you will become kings in
paradise.[28]
So during the latter part of the Meccan period, Qazi’s hadith about being merciful to all
had already been abrogated by Muhammad’s teachings about non-Muslims submitting
and surrendering in humiliation to their Muslim masters.
And if there was any doubt, the doctrinal authority of Qazi’s hadith was completely laid
to rest during the last four years of Muhammad’s life. Abu Hurairah converted to Islam
in 628 and was a close companion of Muhammad until Muhammad’s death in 632. Abu
Hurairah was also renowned for the number of hadiths he reported from that time
period. Here are two:
Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger said, “I have been ordered (by Allah) to fight
against the people till they say La ilaha illallah (none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah), and whoever said La ilaha illallah, he saved his life and property from me except
for Islamic law, and his accounts will be with Allah (either to punish him or to forgive
him).”[29]
Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger said, “The Hour will not be established until
you fight against the Jews, and the stone behind which a Jew will be hiding will say, ‘O
Muslim! There is a Jew hiding behind me, so kill him.’”[30]
There is no mercy here, so Qazi is claiming, without evidence, that Muslims are
following a teaching of Muhammad that has no doctrinal authority because it has been
repeatedly abrogated.
Heaven lies at the feet of mothers
On p. 22, Qazi had written the following:
Mama taught me to memorize a few verses in Arabic from the holy book, the Quran,
and recited a popular oral tradition: “Paradise lies at the feet of mothers.” Early on, I
knew I couldn’t talk back to the woman who determined if I entered Heaven or Hell.
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Qazi appeared to be claiming that it was her mother, and not Allah, who would
determine if she went to Heaven or Hell.
But she is also taking out of context the hadith about Paradise at the feet of
mothers. Here is an authoritative hadith about this statement in “The Book of Jihad”
in Sunan An-Nasa’i:
It was narrated from Mu’awiyah bin Jahimah As-Sulami, that Jahimah came to the
Prophet and said: “O Messenger of Allah! I want to go out and fight (in Jihad) and I
have come to ask your advice.” He said: “Do you have a mother?” He said: “Yes.” He
said: “Then stay with her, for Paradise is beneath her feet.”[31]
A longer version of this hadith is reported in “The Chapters on Jihad” in Sunan Ibn
Majah;[32] the comments for this hadith explain its context, and it was not meant to be a
general statement:
In normal cases, Jihad is a collective compulsory duty. So, some people may remain
behind. If there is no other son who can take care of the parents, then serving them is
more important than going out for Jihad. Just as one gets the reward of Paradise for
Jihad, similarly one gets the reward of Paradise for serving them.[33]
So the actual context of the statement by Muhammad revolves around fighting in the
Cause of Allah and explains that if one is the only son available to care for his mother,
then one is excused from this jihad in order to care for her; and there is the reward of
Paradise for doing so. The mother has no role to play in determining that reward.
Muhammad’s last sermon: equality and inclusion
On p. 104, Qazi wrote that the “last sermon by the Prophet to his tribe emphasized
equality and inclusion.”
Muhammad’s last sermon took place during his Farewell Pilgrimage to Mecca in early
632. There are various reports about what Muhammad said, but here are some details:
1. Muhammad said that he had been commanded to fight non-Muslims until they
submitted:
Indeed I was commanded to fight people until they say there is but one God, and when
they say it, their blood and their property is protected and they are answerable to
God.[34]
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2. Muhammad said that men could beat their wives.[35] Muhammad said this about how
to treat women:
Treat women well, for they are [like] domestic animals with you and do not possess
anything for themselves.[36]
3. Muhammad said that adulterers should be stoned.[37]
There is not much “equality and inclusion” here.
Conclusion
So after almost twenty years of teaching about Islam, and advising government officials
on that subject, Qazi still prefers to ignore the body of established Islamic Doctrine and
history that counters her claims about the peace, mercy and love promoted by
Islam. This is shown by what she wrote on pp. 12-13:
…there is a growing body of literature found in online lectures and videos on radical
Islam posted by non-Muslims, who are engaged in an open tug-of-war against peaceful,
practicing Muslims that is contaminating the water of truth.
According to Qazi, the “water of truth” about Islam is apparently being contaminated by
non-Muslims who use established Islamic Doctrine and historical events in Islam to
understand that religion, as opposed to the individual peaceful, practicing Muslims who
have selectively picked out preferred aspects of Islamic Doctrine (providing their own
interpretations), and selectively ignored historical events in order to create their own
personal versions of Islam that they find comforting; and that sound appealing to nonMuslims who know little about Islam.
There are two things Qazi and such others need to keep in mind. First is a comment I
have made for years:
How can you use the term radical without first identifying the norm? Normative Islam is
based on the unabrogated commands of Allah in the Koran, and the examples and
teachings of Muhammad (the Sunnah). If the Koran and the Sunnah support a Muslim’s
actions, that Muslim is not radical, he is devout.
Secondly, Qazi should keep in mind what Muhammad said:
The most truthful speech is Allah’s Speech, and the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad. The worst matters are the newly invented (in religion), every newly
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invented matter is an innovation, and every innovation is a heresy, and every heresy is
in the Fire.[38]
Dr. Stephen M. Kirby is the author of five books about Islam. His latest book
is The Lure of Fantasy Islam: Exposing the Myths and Myth Makers.
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