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Article VI, Clause 3 of the United States Constitution prohibits a “religious test” from being required
in order to qualify for any office or “public trust” in the United States. But in the last few years we
have seen some interesting examples in which a person’s religion was examined when that person
was being considered for public office.
In September 2017, Senator Diane Feinstein expressed concern about a judicial nominee’s Christian
religion and stated:
Whatever a religion is, it has its own dogma. The law is totally different. And I think in
your case, professor, when you read your speeches, the conclusion one draws is
that the dogma lives loudly within you... [1]
In December 2018, Senators Mazie Hirona and Kamala Harris expressed concern about a judicial
nominee’s membership in the Knights of Columbus, a 137-year-old fraternal Catholic charitable
organization. These Senators considered positions taken by the Knights, which simply conformed to
Catholic teachings, as “extreme” and raised the question about whether the nominee would end his
membership if he was confirmed as a judge. [2]
It seems now that even current elected officials are not exempt from this religious scrutiny. In April
2019, Pete Buttigieg, a potential Democrat presidential candidate and current Mayor of South Bend,
Indiana, was asked if he thought President Trump was a Christian. Buttigieg responded:
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I'm reluctant to comment on another person's faith, but I would say it is hard to look
at this president's actions and believe that they're the actions of somebody who
believes in God. [3]
That same month, Buttigieg had criticized Vice President Pence for his opposition to homosexual
marriage based on Pence’s Christian faith; Buttigieg added:
I don't have a problem with religion, I'm religious too. I have a problem with religion
being used as a justification to harm people. [4]
There was even an April 2019 article in The Atlantic about how potential Democrat presidential
candidates were now bringing up their religious beliefs, and some were even referring to the Bible
and to the importance of Christ.[5]
With these precedents in mind, let’s turn our attention to the current U.S. Congress.
The 116thCongress convened on January 3, 2019. It has three Muslim members, all in the House of
Representatives: Ilhan Omar – Minnesota 5thDistrict; Rashida Tlaib – Michigan 13thDistrict; and Andre
Carson (a Muslim convert) – Indiana 7thDistrict.
A week after this congress convened, the Council on American Islamic Relations (CAIR) hosted a
“Community Congressional Reception.” These three Muslim Representatives attended and made
presentations:
In her presentation Ilhan Omar made it a point to state that she and Tlaib were “Muslim women” in
Congress.
Rashida Tlaib stated, “I believe so much in our faith, and it gives me so much strength every single
day.”
Andre Carson talked about increasing the number of Muslims in Congress with the idea of having
30-35 Muslims in Congress in 2030, and even having a female Muslim president by that time.
Carson ended his presentation to the CAIR audience by saying that all Muslim Americans have:
…a directive to represent Islam, in all of our imperfections, but to represent Islam and
let the world know that Muslims are here to stay, and Muslims are a part of America.
And we will, we will have a Muslim caucus that is sizable, that is formidable, and that
is there for you. [6]

Representing Islam
Omar, Tlaib and Carson are very upfront about their faith, and Carson said that Muslim Americans
need to “represent Islam.”
Omar has been criticized for making anti-Semitic remarks. Tlaib and Carson have been criticized for
their association with Louis Farrakhan, head of the anti-Semitic Nation of Islam. Are they
representing Islam? Let’s see what Islam teaches about Jews.
In the Koran we find such verses as: Allah states that Jews are the worst enemies of Muslims (5:82);
Allah curses the Jews (9:30) and states that Jews are among the worst of creatures who “will abide
in the fire of Hell” (98:6); Allah forbids Muslims from being friends with Jews (5:51) and instead
commands Muslims to fight Jews (9:29).
The Koran also tells us that Muhammad spoke for Allah (4:80) and is considered the Perfect Man for
Muslims - they are expected to follow his teachings and example if they want to get to Paradise
(33:21 and 59:7). Here are some things Muhammad said about Jews:
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Muhammad called the Jewish Banu Qurayzah tribe “brothers of monkeys.” [7] He said that Jews
were grave-robbers,[8]that a Jew was worth only half of a Muslim,[9]and that Jews would take the
place of Muslims in Hell. [10] On his deathbed, Muhammad said that Jews (and Christians) should
be expelled from the Arabian Peninsula so that only Muslims would be left. [11]
Muhammad also made this eye-opening statement:
Narrated Abu Hurairah: Allah’s Messenger said, “The Hour will not be established
until you fight against the Jews, and the stone behind which a Jew will be hiding will
say, ‘O Muslim! There is a Jew hiding behind me, so kill him.’” [12]
Considering what Islam teaches about Jews, the anti-Semitism of Omar, Tlaib and Carson should
come as no surprise. Their dogma seems to be living loudly within them.

Treatment of Homosexuals
Buttigieg, who has openly proclaimed his homosexuality and his “marriage” to another man, said that
he had a problem with a religion that was used as “a justification to harm people.” Let’s see what
Islam teaches about homosexuals, based on statements of Muhammad.
Muhammad cursed homosexuals:
It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah cursed women who
imitate men and men who imitate women. [13]
Muhammad said that those committing homosexual acts should be killed:
Ibn 'Abbas said that the Messenger of Allah said, "Whoever you catch committing the
act of the people of Lut (homosexuality), then kill both parties to the act." [14]
And Muhammad even specified how those homosexuals were to be killed:
It was narrated from Abu Hurairah that the Prophet said concerning those who do the
action of the people of Lut: “Stone the upper and the lower, stone them both.” [15]
It seems like these teachings provide plenty of “justification to harm people.” Perhaps Buttigieg
should engage Omar, Tlaib and Carson in a conversation about these teachings of Muhammad.

Allegiance to the Constitution of the United States
Something else to think about: on the first day of the new Congress, the Speaker of the House
administers the Oath of Office to the assembled House members. It starts out:
I, [state your name] , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the
Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will
bear true faith and allegiance to the same… [16]
Support and defend our Constitution. Bear true faith and allegiance to our Constitution. Can Muslims
really do this while also representing Islam?
Let’s take a brief look at how Islam relates to three Amendments to our Constitution. As we do so,
keep in mind that Islamic Doctrine is based on the commands of Allah found in the Koran and the
teachings and examples of Muhammad (the Sunnah).
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First Amendment
Freedom of Religion is guaranteed in the United States. However, Muslims who want to leave Islam
can face the death penalty.
Koran 4:89 states that apostates from Islam should be killed. Muhammad said that those who left
Islam deserved to be killed,[17] and Muhammad even specified the means of death for those leaving
Islam: If someone changes his religion – then strike off his head! [18] Muhammad also said that
crucifixion was among the penalties for apostasy from Islam.[19]
What about freedom of religion for non-Muslims?
The history of Islam shows that since the 7thCentury, when the power relationship has been
conducive, Muslims have generally given non-Muslims the choice of converting to Islam or fighting to
the death. On occasion non-Muslims, especially Jews and Christians, have been given a third choice
of paying the jizyah (protection money) which allowed those non-Muslims to live under Muslim rule
as, at best, second-class citizens. But in many cases, such living conditions became so onerous that
the non-Muslims eventually converted to Islam to improve their lives.
There is no freedom of religion in Islam. [20]
Freedom of Speech is also guaranteed in the United States. However, when it comes to
Muhammad, there is no freedom of speech in Islam. Muhammad did not like to be criticized or
reviled. He personally ordered the killing of a number of non-Muslims simply because they had
criticized or mocked him.
For example, in September 624 Muhammad ordered the killing of Ka'b b. al-Ashraf, a Jewish poet in
Medina who had criticized Muhammad. Muhammad also stated that a similar fate would befall
anyone else who insulted him:
[After Ka’b was killed] The Jews and the polytheists among them were alarmed. They
came to the Prophet when it was morning and said, “Our companion, who was one of
our lords, was knocked up at night and murdered treacherously with no crime or
incident by him that we know of.” The Messenger of God replied, “If he had remained
as others of similar opinion remained he would not have been killed treacherously.
But he hurt us and insulted us with poetry, and one does not do this among you, but
he shall be put to the sword.” [21]
Muhammad even killed poets in Mecca. This was mentioned in a letter written after the Muslim
conquest of Mecca. It was sent to the poet Ka’b bin Zuhair, who used to satirize Muhammad, from
Ka’b’s brother:
Allah's Messenger killed some men in Makkah who used to satirize and harm him,
and the poets who survived fled in all directions for their lives. So, if you want to save
your skin, hasten to Allah's Messenger. He never kills those who come to him
repenting. If you refuse to do as I say, it is up to you to try to save your skin by any
means. [22]
This tale had a happy ending because after further correspondence between the brothers, Ka'b
travelled to Medina, converted to Islam, and was forgiven by Muhammad.
Muhammad said there was no punishment for a Muslim who killed anyone who had reviled or
criticized him, and he even gave retroactive approval to two Muslims who had each killed a woman
for committing that very act. [23]
Our Constitution guarantees freedom of religion and freedom of speech; Islam prohibits both.
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8thAmendment
This amendment prohibits cruel and unusual punishment in the United States. However, Islam
allows such punishments, and here is a list of those punishments approved by Islamic Doctrine:
Amputation of a hand or foot for theft: Koran 5:38, and Sunnah[24]
Amputation of a hand and foot from the opposite sides: Koran 5:33
Amputation of the fingers and toes: Koran 8:12 [25]
Beheading: Koran 8:12 and 47:4, and Sunnah[26]
Burning people to death: Sunnah[27]
Crucifixion: Koran 5:33, and Sunnah[28]
Flogging: Koran 24:2 and 4, and Sunnah[29]
Stoning to death: Sunnah[30]
Cruel and unusual punishments are prohibited by our Constitution, but allowed under Islam.

13thAmendment
Section 1 of this amendment prohibits slavery in the United States. However, slavery is allowed
under Islam.
In the Koran there are numerous verses acknowledging and accepting the Muslim possession of
slaves (e.g.: 2:221, 24:58, and 33:55).
There are also verses in the Koran referring to those "whom your right hands possess” (e.g., 4:3,
4:24-25, 23:6, and 70:30); this is a special category of slaves. These slaves are non-Muslim women
who were captured by Muslims in battle; once so captured, the woman becomes a slave to her
Muslim captor and it becomes “legal” for him to have intercourse with her. This sex slavery is
authorized by Koran 4:24.
What about Muhammad, the man who set the example for Muslims? Muhammad was a slave dealer
– he bought, sold and gave away slaves, and he had sex slaves.[31]
For example, after the defeat of the Jewish Banu Qurayzah tribe, Muhammad divided up that tribe's
"property, wives, and children" among the Muslims; but some of the women he sent to Najd and to
Syria to be sold for horses and weapons. Muhammad personally sold some of the other captured
women:
[32]

I attended the Messenger of God who was selling the prisoners of the Banu Qurayza. Abu al-Shahm
al-Yahudi bought two women, with each one of them three male children, for one hundred and fifty
dinars.
Muhammad also personally sold “a portion” of the women and children to ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan and ‘Abd
al-Rahman b. ‘Awf. [33]
In fact, Koran Chapter 33, Verse 50 specifically authorized Muhammad to have sex slaves.
Slavery is prohibited by our Constitution, but allowed under Islam.
The Religion of Islam teaches beliefs that are incompatible with our Constitution. How can a Muslim
swear to uphold and defend our Constitution while claiming to represent a religion that violates that
very Constitution?
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The answer could be found in Koran 16:106, which allows Muslims to deny their faith if they feel they
are under duress:
Whosever disbelieved in Allah after his belief, except him who is forced thereto and
whose heart is at rest with Faith; but such as open their breasts to disbelief, on them
is wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a great torment.
But could Muslims in the United States, especially those in public office, really feel that they are
under duress because of their religion? The answer is “yes,” because they are surrounded by nonMuslims (disbelievers), and Koran 4:101 tells Muslims that the disbelievers “are ever to you open
enemies.”
Consequently, according to Islamic Doctrine Muslims can outwardly swear allegiance to, and pledge
to support and defend a Constitution that outlaws many of their religious beliefs, as long as
allegiance to Islam is secretly maintained in their hearts.

Conclusion
It has now become “fair game” for Christian public officials and those Christians aspiring to public
office to be questioned, and to have comments made about their faith.
There is then no reason to refrain from taking that same approach to Muslim public officials and
Muslims aspiring to public office, especially when they talk about the importance of representing
their faith, and we know that many of their religious beliefs are in conflict with our Constitution, a
document which they would be pledging to support and defend, and to which they would be
swearing their allegiance.
It is only natural to ask them how they would resolve such conflicts.

Dr. Stephen M. Kirby is the author of five books about Islam. His latest book is The Lure of
Fantasy Islam: Exposing the Myths and Myth Makers.
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